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General rules

1 Nature and purpose

1.1 China Classification Society (hereinafter referred to as “The Society”) is a
professional technical group registered according to relevant decrees of the People’s
Republic of China government to serve the social benefits.

1.2 The service purpose of the Society:

To provide reasonable, safe and reliable classification standards and technical
specifications for ships and offshore facilities, to serve shipping, offshore development
and relevant manufacturing and insurance industries through inspection and technical
consultation of the Society, and to promote safety of life and property on the sea and

services protecting marine environment without seeking profits.

2 Main businesses

2.1 The main businesses of the Society are as follows:

(1) Formulate classification rules and technical standards of various ships, offshore
facilities, containers and relevant industrial products, and timely update;

(2) Assume inspection of classification, authentication and notarization of various
ships, offshore facilities, containers and relevant industrial products, and issue
corresponding certificates and necessary documents;

(3) Take part in International Association of Classification Societies (IACS) and other
relevant non-governmental international organizations on behalf of Chinese
classification agencies, and attend relevant meetings and technical activities of
International Maritime Organization (IMO) under the organization of government
competent authorities;

(4) Accept the authorization of the Chinese government and the government of other
countries or regions to conduct legal inspection, issuance of certificate, certification
and formulation of technical rules and standards related to legal inspection;

(5) Accept authorization or delegation of other parties to conduct inspection and

certification;
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(6) Conduct study related to safety technology and classification standard;

(7) Implement safety management system (SMS) certification for ships and their
companies according to requirements of IMO International Safety Management Code
(ISM code);

(8) Carry out quality system certification according to requirements of ISO 9000 and
other series of international standards;

(9) Provide technical consultation and service in ensuring safe production and
preventing environmental pollution;

(10)Publish ships list and marine products list.

3 Application and expense

3.1 To apply for serving the Society, appliers need to submit written application or
uniform application form of the Society to the Society or units designated by the
Society or local branches of the Society, and shall provide drawings and technical
documents needed for the above mentioned service.

3.2 Appliers shall pay expenses and traveling expenses and other necessary
expenses according to provision on inspection fees or service agreement of the

Society.

4 Responsibility

4.1 The Society is responsible for employing competent personnel with specialized
knowledge and inspection skill as surveyors or qualified personnel as part-time
surveyors of the Society to finish service items according to provisions.

4.2 The classification business assumed by the Society is based on performance of
duties by design, construction, owners and other parties involved. The business of
floating facilities can not replace the duties of the above mentioned other parties.

4.3 According to provisions of the Rules, content in any report, document and
certificate issued by the Society shall not mean mitigation or discharge of any

responsibility of other parties, including any responsibility for breach.
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4.4 Whether to accept or use products that meet requirements of the Rules with
certificates and/or floating facilities with certificates is the responsibility of the buyer or
owner.

4.5 Any document issued by the Society for inspection only reflects the situation at
the time of inspection.

4.6 After the floating facility is put into operation, the Owner is responsible for
appropriate maintenance and management for the floating facility in strict accordance
with operation manual, and shall pay attention to weather and sea conditions, and use
and operate under designed conditions.

4.7 To successfully and timely conduct various inspections and the appliers shall
provide appropriate inspection conditions, including other conveniences for
inspections in workshops, plants and floating facilities, etc.

4.8 To finish vertical audit of IACS quality audit representatives, relevant floating
facility, floating facility manufacturing plants and product manufacturing plants shall
provide conveniences for the work of IACS quality audit representatives to facilitate

their work.

5 Compliant

5.1 If surveyors have divergences with relevant parties which affect the progress of
work when performing their tasks, the relevant parties shall timely lodge written
complaints to leaders of service units of surveyors; if still dissatisfied with the handling,
they can complain to the headquarters of the Society in writing with detailed
background materials. The headquarters of the Society will give a final arbitrament
according to the situation.

5.2 If the headquarters of the Society is required to examine, the expenses incurred
by examination shall be paid by the complainant, but except that the complaint of the

complainant is proved to be right.

6 Limitation of responsibility and arbitration
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6.1 The Society provides services as per Contract, and shall not assume
responsibility for any loss of parties with no direct contractual relationship with the
Society in any case.

6.2 The Society is only responsible for loss or damage directly caused by its
negligence, and shall in no case assume responsibility for indirect loss or additional
loss or damage triggered soon afterwards.

6.3 If the loss or damage suffered by the contract parties is caused by negligence of
the Society or its employees, agents or other representative parties of the Society, the
Society will assume responsibility and pay compensation, but the amount of the
compensation shall not exceed twice of the service charge and shall be RMB 800,000
at most. But the Society will assume no responsibility if the loss or damage is caused
by the following behaviors:

(1) Behaviors of employees of the Society beyond their limits of authority;

(2) Behaviors of agents or other representative parties of the Society beyond written
authorization scope of the Society.

6.4 The claim for loss or damage assumed by the Society must be proposed within 6
months in writing after the damage is first found or loss forms, otherwise it will be
deemed as completely abandon right of claim.

6.5 Unless otherwise agreed by the Society, all disputes caused by consequences of
services provided by the Society will be subjected to arbitration in Beijing according to

relevant laws of China. The arbitration is final and binding on relevant parties.

7 Information provision and disclosure

7.1 All relevant parties shall provide the Society with full and correct information
needed for classification and maintaining floating facilities.

7.2 The Society will not disclose information about floating facilities to other parties
beyond the Contract, except according to the law or decision of court or with written
consent of the Owner.

7.3 If representatives of competent authorities or IACS quality audit representatives
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require relevant information, they shall guarantee in writing that they will not copy the

information or transmit it to other parties in any way.
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Chapter 1 General rule

Section 1 Classification business

1.1.1  Classification activities

1.1.1.1 Examine the drawings and technical documents to confirm that they meet
requirements of the Rules.

1.1.1.2 Inspection and test items related to classification to determine that they meet
requirements of approval drawings and the Rules.

1.1.1.3 Grant floating facility class and issue relevant certificates and necessary
document.

1.1.1.4 For the classified floating facility, conduct the inspection on the inspection of
the floating facility class so as to guarantee that it maintains good technical

conditions.

11.2 Equivalence and exemption

1.1.2.1 Unless otherwise specified, the content as required by equivalent or
alternative rules, such as computing method, evaluation standard, manufacturing
process, material inspection and test method, etc., whose necessary test, theoretical
basis or use experience are provided and becomes the valid and recognized
standards, etc., will be accepted after the approval of the headquarters of the Society.
1.1.2.2 Unless otherwise specified, under exception circumstances, if necessary test,
the theoretical basis or use experience can be provided, any requirement of the Rules

can be exempted after the approval of the headquarters of the Society.
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11.3 Rules explanation and non-mandatory requirement and
recommendations

1.1.3.1 The correct explanation required in the Rules is made by the Society.

1.1.3.2 The non-mandatory requirement and recommendations in the Rules can be
used as a reference in design, construction, management, maintenance, repair and

inspection.

1.1.4 Coordination between classification and legal inspection

1.1.4.1 According to the authorization of the floating facility competent authority, the
Society can undertake partial or whole legal inspection, and issue relevant certificate
and/or report.

1.1.4.2 For the floating facility proposed to apply for the classification of the Society,
if the competent authority authorizes the Society to conduct legal inspection, the
Society can combine the classification with legal inspection.

1.1.4.3 If the requirement for classification is not in line with the requirement of the

legal inspection, the requirement of the legal authority shall be met firstly.

1.1.5 Application of the risk assessment technology

1.1.5.1 If the Owner or its agent intends to design, manufacture or operate the whole
floating facility or certain system or unit of the floating facility through the risk
assessment technology, the risk control scheme adopted in risk assessment can
substitute the whole or partial provision of the Rules after reviewed on the risk

assessment data by the Society which is satisfied with it.

Section 2 Definitions

1.2.1  Unless otherwise specified, the following definitions are adopted within the
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scope of the Rules.

1.2.1.1 Floating facilities: offshore facilities that float on water surface and moor on
the sea and are used for treatment, storage and handling of oil and gas.

1.2.1.2 Boat type floating facilities: the floating facilities with boat type in the structure
and that have self-propulsion capability.

1.2.1.3 Barge type floating facilities: floating facilities with structural style of boat type
but without self-propulsion capability.

1.2.1.4 Other floating facilities: the floating facilities with other structural
characteristics.

1.2.1.5 Competent authorities along the bank: administrative authority that
responsible for the safety of waters in the country where the floating facilities are
located or of waters near country where the floating facilities are located.

1.2.1.6 National competent authority: maritime administrative authorities for the
registration and state of registry of the floating facilities.

1.2.1.7 Competent authorities: The generic term of the above mentioned 1.2.1.5 and
1.2.1.6

1.2.1.8 Crude oil area: refers to the crude oil tank and slop tank on the floating
facilities, including production water tank, crude oil pump tank, including ballast pump
tank, cofferdam and ballast tank and void compartment connecting with crude oil tank
and slop tank, and the area over the above places in the length range and width

range.

Section 3 Scope of application of the Rules

1.3.1 Unless otherwise specified, the Rules are applicable to the classification and
inspection of the floating facilities.
1.3.2  The applicable content of the Material and Welding Condition of the Society

is the constituent parts of the Rules.
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