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QB/T 2537–2001 

Foreword 

This Standard is equivalent to ISO 11640:1993 Leather Color Fastness Test Reciprocating 
Friction Color Fastness 

The compilation format of this Standard is different from that of ISO 11640: 1993, and this 
Standard refines some individual regulations in ISO 11640: 1993 Standard, is convenient to use in 
China and does not affect the technical requirements and test results of the standards. The concrete 
descriptions are as follows: 

1) In 6.2, ISO 11640 specifies that: the hair felt shall be taken from water before the use to 
squeeze the water, and make the weight of the hair felt to be about 1 g. This Standard 
modifies it into that: the hair felt shall be taken from water before the use and shall be 
placed in the middle of four pieces of blotting filter paper (two pieces of paper 
respectively on and under the hair felt, and the test surface is in contact with the filter 
paper horizontally). The weight of (900 ± 10) g shall be placed on the filter paper for 1 
min, then the water is squeezed to make the weight of the hair felt to be about 1 g. 
Through test verification, the added content can meet the regulations in ISO 11640, at 
the same time, the test personnel can adopt unified test methods. The operation is more 
accurate, the test deviations are reduced and the consistency of the test results are 
guaranteed.  

2) The modification contents in 6.4 are same with those in description in 1).  
3) In 7.2, it’s that note in ISO 11640 that “for the suede leather and similar leather, the 

heavy block is not loaded in the test due to the impact of the relative great friction, and 
the total mass of the test head is 500 g”. The previous content will be the official clause 
content in the Standard to facilitate the use in combination with the actual situations in 
China, and the content of “including full grain garment leather” is added in this Standard.  

4) Annex A in the international standard ISO 11640: 1993 recommends the commercial 
source of instruments and materials used in this test method standard, and Annex B 
specifies the name and number of IUF international standard relevant to this Standard, 
but the previous two regulations are not adopted in this Standard.  

The test results in this Standard are not comparable to the test results in QB/T 1327 – 1991 Test 
Method of Color Friction Fastness on Leather Surface.  

This Standard is proposed by Comprehensive Business Department of China National Light 
Industry Federation.  

This Standard is uniformly governed by the Standardization Administration of Leather Industry.  

This Standard is drafted by the Standardization Administration of Leather Industry. 

The main drafter of this Standard is: Zhao Liguo.  
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QB/T 2537–2001 

Leather – Tests for colour fastness – Colour fastness 

to cycles of to-and-fro rubbing 

 

1 Scope 

This Standard specifies a method for determining the behaviour of the surface of a leather on 

rubbing with felt. 

This Standard is applicable to all kinds of leather. 

2 Normative References 

The articles contained in the following documents have become this Standard when they are 

quoted herein. For the dated documents so quoted, all the modifications or revisions made 

thereafter shall not be applicable to this Standard. For the undated documents so quoted, the latest 

editions shall be applicable to this Standard. 

GB 250-1995 Gray scale for assessing change in colour 

GB 251-1995 Gray scale for assessing staining 

GB/T 6682-1992 Water for analytical laboratory use - Specification and test methods 

QB/T 3812.2-1999 Leather-Conditioning of test pieces for physical tests 

QB/T 2464.23-1999 Leather -- Tests for colour fastness -- Colour fastness to perspiration 

FZ/T 60004-1991 Textiles -- Test methods for nonwovens - Determination of thickness 

3 Principle 

One side of the leather to be tested is rubbed with pieces of reference wool felt under a given 

pressure for a given number of forward and backward motions, the change in colour of the pieces 

of felt and of the leather are assessed with the grey scales. Any other visible change in or damage 

to the surface of the leather is also reported. 

NOTE: During the test, the felt may become coloured to a certain extent through transfer of coloured matter, e.g. 

finish, pigment, dyestuff or buffing dust, and the colour and surface of the leather may become altered. 
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