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Pressure Vessels Periodical Inspection Regulation 

 

Chapter I General provisions 
 

Clause 1 This regulation is hereby formulated in accordance with the relevant provisions of 

Regulations on Safety Supervision for Special Equipment and Pressure Vessels Safety and 

Technical Supervision Regulation (hereinafter referred to as Vessel Regulation) in order to ensure 

the quality of the periodical inspection of pressure vessels in service and the safety operation of 

pressure vessels and prevent accidents. 

 

Clause 2 This regulation is applicable to the annual examination and periodical inspection of the 

pressure vessels within the scope of application of the Vessel Regulation, among which, the annual 

examination and periodical inspection of tank cars in service (hereinafter referred to as tank cars) 

and tank containers in service (hereinafter referred to as tank containers) shall comply with 

Attachment I of this regulation, Additional Requirements for the Periodical Inspection of 

Transportable Pressure Vessels, in addition to the relevant requirements stated in the text of this 

regulation. 

The annual examination and periodical inspection of medical hyperbaric oxygen chambers in 

service (hereinafter referred to as medical hyperbaric oxygen chambers) shall be carried out in 

accordance with Attachment II of this regulation, Requirements for the Periodical Inspection of 

Medical Hyperbaric Oxygen Chambers. 

 

Clause 3 Annual examination is an online examination carried out during operation at least once a 

year to ensure the safety of the pressure vessel within the inspection period. The annual 

examination of stationary pressure vessels can be carried out by the pressure vessel professionals 

of the user or the certificated pressure vessel inspection personnel of the inspection and testing 

institution (hereinafter referred to as inspection institution) authorized by General Administration 

of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine. 

 

Clause 4 The periodical inspection of pressure vessels includes Overall inspection and pressure 

test. 

(I) Overall inspection is an inspection carried out when the pressure vessel is out of operation. 

Overall inspection shall be carried out by the inspection institution. The inspection period shall be: 

1. Once per 6 years for safety grades 1 and 2; 

2. Once per 3~6 years for safety grade 3; 

3. Determined by the inspection institution for safety grade 4. 

The evaluation of the safety grade of the pressure vessel shall be carried out in accordance with 

Chapter V of this regulation. 

(II) Pressure test is a hydraulic or pneumatic test conducted above the maximum operating 

pressure after the pressure vessel has passed the Overall inspection. In principle, pressure test shall 

be conducted once every two compressive inspection periods. 

Overall inspection, pressure test and annual examination shall be carried out in turn in case they 

are scheduled in the same year. The Overall inspection items need not to be repeated in the annual 
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